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Minutes of Meeting No. 1966                                               Date: 9 Bhadra 2082 / 25 August 2025 
 
1. President Rtn. Khadak S. Bisht called the RCP’s Meeting No. 1966 to order with 15 seconds of ‘Silent Invocation’ 

for world peace, health, and happiness.   
 
2. Guests welcomed by the President:  Rtn. David and Mrs. Haydi Sowerwine from the USA, and Rotaract Club of 

Patan President Rtr. Nirdesh Subedi with three colleagues.   
 

3. The last meeting minutes of the RCP were reviewed and approved.  
 
4. Happy News Contributions:  
 

• Rtn. Bijay Bajracharya – for ‘Happy Birthday’ in absentia (ha.ba.). 

• Rtn. Krishna Hachhethu – for officiating the meeting at the dais as the Jt. Secretary for the first time (Rs. 500). 

• Rtn. Preeti Khemka – for ‘Happy Landing’ from Ahmedabad, India (Rs. 500). 

• Rtn. Sandhya Regmi – for recovering from a bad Pneumonia (Rs. 500). 

• Rtn. David and Mrs. Haydi Sowerwine from the USA – for participating in the RCP meeting (Rs. 2,000). 

• Rtn. Som Paneru – for having above mentioned friends, and for Ullens’ successful mega tree plantation 
programme last Friday at the Ullens property in Nala with the participation of 800 students and 4 ministers 
planting some 10,000 plants (Rs. 1,000). 

• Rtn. Piyush B. Bajracharya (Rs. 500) and Rtn. Khadak S. Bisht (Rs. 500) – for the RI’s ‘Club Excellence Award’ 
received by the RCP President & team of 2024-2025. 

 
5. Rtn. David and Mrs. Haydi Sowerwine introduced themselves and spoke about their long association with Nepal.  

They have been in Nepal 34 years ago and lived for 14 years in Lalitpur.  Rtn. Sowerwine’s club in California, USA 
has been partnering with RCP Pokhara in the education field.  Mrs. Sowerwine has been with Nepal Youth 
Foundation as its USA Advisory Board member. 
 

6. Other Contributions:  
 

• Cash contributions of a total of Rs. 11,000 were made directly to the Rotaract Club of Patan by Rtn. Shiv P. 
and Preeti Khemka (Rs. 4,000), Rtn. Lalita C. Thapa (Rs. 2,000), Rtns. Khadak S. Bisht and Maheswari 
Bisht Rawal (Rs. 1,000), Rtn. Piyush B. Bajracharya (Rs. 1,000), Rtn. Sunil Gupta (Rs. 2,000) and Rtn. 
Ganga R. Gautam for the Teej programme being celebrated by the Rotaract Club of Patan (See below).   
 

• Rtn. Lalita C. Thapa pledged to contribute Rs. 5,000 to the Interact Club of St. Xaviers, Godavari, for their 
3rd installation programme being held at 4 p.m. on Friday, 29 August 2025.  
 

• Rtn. Sunil Gupta handed over his contribution of Rs. 3,500 to TRF (EREY). 
 

7. Rotary Information: 
 

• Rotaract Club of Patan President Rtr. Nirdesh Subedi briefed on his recent trip to Birgunj where, partnering with 
the Rotaract Club of Birgunj, they participated for an eye and dental camp in a school, supported the school 
library, and conducted awareness-raising campaign on ‘Cholera’, and on digital literacy. 
 
Rotaract Subedi informed about their ‘Teej’ celebrations programme with a ‘Heath Camp’ being held on 26 
August 2025 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Bagalamukhi temple in Patan and requested maximum RCP participation 
as well support with contributions.   
 

Today’s Programme: 
 

 

District Governor’s official club visit, 4th Club Assembly 
and the RCP’s 40th Charter Night Celebrations 
 

 

Congratulatory Events 
 

Birthdays: 
Rtn. Som Paneru – 1 Sept. 

Wedding Anniversaries: Nil 
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• President Rtn. Khadak S. Bisht: 
 
- Reminded about the ‘District Membership and Public Image Seminar’ being held on Saturday, August 30, 

2025, and encouraged maximum RCP members to participate. 
 

- Mentioned his intention to expand the RCP supported ‘Blood Donation’ programme held every year with 
wider participation of other Rotary Clubs. 

 

• Rtn. Som Paneru suggested to the Rotaract Club of Patan to develop youth centric activities for high school and 
college level students for which he pledged to contribute a matching ‘challenge fund’ of Rs. 50,000.  The Rotaract 
Club of Patan accepted the challenge and agreed to come up with a proposal. 
 

• Rtn Mahendra S. Rawal briefed on the ‘Teej’ celebration programme held at Siddhimangal School, Siddhipur, 
Mahalaxmi municipality, one of the RCP’s adopted PEEF supported school. He also shared the ‘Token of 
Appreciation’ presented to the RCP for its educational support to the school students.  The Mayor of Mahalaxmi 
municipality also thanked the RCP and wished further collaboration with the RCP.  

 

• District Governor’s visit and the RCP’s Charter Day:  President Rtn. Khadak S. Bisht updated on the plans for 
this and mentioned that further details will be shared the next day electronically.  Members made some 
suggestions as follows: 

 
- Rtn. Lalita C. Thapa suggested to discuss on the need of a policy on ‘DEI’ with the RCP participation as 

mentioned by Rtn. Shikha Prasai during the last District Seminar held on this subject. 
 
- On the possibility of bringing guests to the Charter Day celebrations, Rtn. Kedar B. Shrestha clarified that 

those associated/interested with Rotary (one guest per member) would be welcome with a registration fee 
of Rs. 2,500. 

 
- It was suggested to maximise the pledges to contribute to TRF during the ceremony.  

 
- Rtn. Mahendra B. Thapa mentioned about the need to better communicate on the issuance of the District 

Directory hard copies and its digital information sharing through the District App. He emphasised that an 
orientation on the use of the App is very important. 

 
- Since Rotary is moving towards paperless communication, it was suggested that hard copies of the 

documentation for the DG’s visit be minimised with electronic sharing.   
  

8. Salutation: By Rtn. Jamuna K. Tamrakar - RC Cinnamon Gardens, West Province, Sri Lanka; Chartered:1988; and 
Members: 28.  District: 3220, Clubs: 65, and Members: 1793. He also highlighted the special features of the Province 
of this Sri Lankan Club.  
 

9. Before the adjournment of the meeting by the President, Joint Secretary Rtn. Krishna Hachhethu announced: happy 
news contributions of Rs. 5,500 to the sunshine fund and Rs. 5,800 for attendance to the operational fund of the 
RCP, and the meeting attendance of 1 visiting Rotarian with spouse, 4 Rotaracts, 22 members & 6 make-ups.  

 
A condolence motion was passed by the Rotary Club of Patan family in memory of 

Rtn. Shikha Prasai’ mother-in-law who passed away on 24 August 2025. May her 
soul rest in eternal peace and may the family find strength in this difficult time. 

 
 
 
 

              Rotary Questions/Answers presented by Rtn. Shiv P. Khemka  
 
Q. Which are the mandatory training for Governor Elects to attend before he/she can serve as DG? 
A. Governor Elect Training Seminar (GETS) and International Assembly. 
 
Q. Name the first five Rotary clubs in Nepal in order?            A. Kathmandu, Biratnagar, Dharan, Patan and Birgunj. 
 
Q. When did Rotary adopt the 4-Way Test?                                                                                                 A. In 1943. 
 
Q. What is the slogan of the Annual Program Fund Campaign? A. Every Rotarian Every Year (EREY-$25/year).
  

 
 Rotary Information:  Dubai selected as site for the 2027 Rotary International Convention 
 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, has tentatively been selected to host the 2027 Rotary International Convention, 22 -
26 May. This will be the first convention in the Middle East. 
 
The Rotary International Board selected Dubai for its strong proposal, accessibility, ability to host a convention of 
this size, and the opportunity to grow Rotary in the region. 
 
Dubai’s selection remains tentative until the 2027 Convention Committee convenes in the host city in November to 
verify that the conditions for confirmation have been met. The Board will issue final approval at its January 2026 
meeting.
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